
Why We 
Choose to 
Work in 
Hospice

Why work in hospice care?  Why would anyone actually choose to work in this field?  
To many people, hospice is a scary word.  Shelby Wisner, a hospice aide at Heartland 
Hospice in Butler, Missouri, recently submitted an essay entitled “Why I Decided to 
Become a Nurse.” This essay describes how her experience with hospice helped 
shape her career.  Here are some excerpts from her essay:

“Every nurse has that distinct time in their life when they realize that nursing is what 
they want to do.  Mine was in my junior year of high school.  Caring for my grandma 
greatly impacted my decision to be a nurse.  My grandmother, who was more like a 
mother to me, had been very sick and battling different forms of cancer since I was 
young.  I watched her go in and out of the hospital more times than I could count, and 
finally she was put on hospice.  She and my grandpa were foster parents, providing a 
home for more than thirty kids over the years, and she helped me realize that someday I 
wanted to give back to people in the same life-changing way that she did.  

“When I first thought about being a nurse, I was unsure, especially because I saw my 
grandma’s situation with hospice as such a sad time in my life.  I had lost one of the most 
important people to me, and it wasn’t really an experience I wanted to remember.  A 
while later, when I was working as an aide and looking for a job, my mom who just so 
happened to be working as a hospice social worker, told me I should apply.  I 
immediately told her there was no way I could do the ‘hospice’ thing.  After a couple 
weeks of my mom’s insisting, I started training with some of the hospice aides, and to my 
surprise, I loved it!  It was so bizarre to me, that I had spent time running from what I 
really needed most.  My love of hospice introduced me to the world of nursing and I 
started to think seriously about it as an occupation.  

“Why did I become a nurse?  Yes, I genuinely love caring for people, but it’s so much 
more than that.  Nurses are the most powerful advocates for patients, communicating  
their wants and needs.  We support them when they are at their weakest.  I have the 
specific blessing of caring for people when they need it most.  For me, nursing helps me 
cope with the situations life throws at me.  Wherever I may be that day, I can pour my 
heart into what I do.  Nursing helped me handle my grandma’s death.  In writing this, 
for the first time it has occurred to me that maybe I need my patients  more than they 
need me.” 


